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considerable shock to the Gu<ainiuslio. The revelation
that America, far from being a prim, Quaker t\viddle-my-
thumb nonentity, was a Power with Imperial aspirations
and with very direct and decided views on the Far Eastern
situation, was a very unpleasant revelation. The* declara-
tion of Mr. Taft that the United States had a fundamental
interest in the whole Far Eastern situation, andf in
particular in the fate and welfare of China, and expected
that her views would be taken into consideration in any
action affecting the future of China or the control of the
Pacific, for the time being gave a most decisive check to
Japanese plans. These received a very decided modifica-
tion in view of Mr. Taft's plain speaking, and every effort
was made by the Tokio diplomats to bring about a spcc-
tacular rapprochement between the United States and Japan.
This was absolutely necessary to disarm foreign criticism,
to lull American susceptibilities, to restore Japanese
credit, and to check the development of a Sino-American
entente, which was a strong possibility at the time of
Tang-shao-Yi's visit to America in 1908. The Takahira-
Root Agreement was the outward and visible expression
of that rapprochement. But in fact that rapprochement
meant nothing at all. It was merely a diplomatic device
by the Gwaimusho to humbug the world, and America
in particular, into the belief that America and Japan
were imbued with the same hopes and wishes as to the
future of China. If my reading of Japanese ambitions
in China is anywhere near correct, the real views of the
two Governments were diametrically opposed. In a speech
at Shanghai in October, 1908, Mr. Taft said :

The United States and others who sincerely favour the "open-door **
policy will, if they are wise, not only welcome but will encourage
this great Chinese Empire to take long steps in administrative and
governmental reform, in the development of her natural resources
and the improvement of the welfare of her people. In this way
she will add great strength to her position as a self-respecting
Government; she may resist all possible foreign aggression seeking
undue, exclusive, or proprietary privileges in her territory ; and
without foreign aid enforce an " open-door " policy of equal oppor-
tunity to all.